
 
“My vision is simple - to produce great sparkling wine.” 

Paula Kornell, Founder/Vintner  
Reviving a Napa Valley tradition begun by her father, pioneering winemaker 
Hanns Kornell of Hanns Kornell Champagne Cellars, Paula Kornell is 
carrying on the family legacy in her own inimitable way with Paula Kornell 
Sparkling Wine. Paula is a fourth-generation sparkling wine producer who is 
redefining tradition with wines that are affordable, delicious and fun, as well 
as versatile and elegant. 

Hanns was an early advocate of Méthode Champenoise sparkling wines in the 
Napa Valley. The launch of Paula’s own wine brand in partnership with Vintage 
Wine Estates brings her full circle. No longer the little girl who sold prunes, 
walnuts and peacock feathers in front of the family tasting room, she is a 
consultant and community leader with 30-plus years of experience in the wine 
industry. As principal of Kornell Wine Company, Paula has consulted with 
esteemed wine brands and appellations throughout Napa and Sonoma Counties. 

Launching in 2017, Paula Kornell Sparkling Wine offers a California Brut and 
Napa Valley Blanc de Noirs, and plans to release a Napa Valley Blanc de 
Blancs and California Brut Rosé in the coming years. The grapes for the Napa 
Valley wine come from the historic Mitsuko’s Vineyard in Carneros, which is in 
the process of being sustainably certified. 

Deeply connected to her community, she chaired the 1992 Napa Valley Wine 
Auction, now known as Auction Napa Valley, and served as a co-chair in 2005 
and again in 2019. She was the 2009 president of the board of directors for 
the Napa Valley Vintners, filling a position her father held 45 years before. 
She is currently on the board of Napa Humane. Paula creates camaraderie 
through hospitality. It’s in her genes. 
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Robin Akhurst, Winemaker 
A native of Scotland, Robin Akhurst’s winemaking 
career took him around the globe before arriving in 
Napa Valley, where he has been learning the ins and 
outs of California’s terroir since 2009. He’s now 
Director of Winemaking for Napa and Sonoma for 
Vintage Wine Estates, which includes overseeing the 
winemaking for Clos Pegase, Swanson Vineyards and 
his own brands, Apsara Cellars and Library 
Collection Wines.  

Robin’s passion for wine began in restaurants, first 
working as a sommelier in Edinburgh, then in retail, 
working for one of London’s leading independent 
wine merchants. Motivated by the desire to learn all 
aspects of production, Robin moved to New Zealand 
where he earned a post-graduate degree in 
Viticulture and Enology from Lincoln University in 
Christchurch. He came to the Napa Valley after 
working harvests in Languedoc, Marlborough, 
Burgundy and the Barossa Valley. 

ONLINE 
www.paulakornell.com 
@PaulaKornellSparkling - Facebook + Instagram  

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Studio 707 - studio-707.com -  @Studio707 
Ashley Nicole Teplin // ashley@studio707.com - 707.287.9727 ext. 101 
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